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1 . PER REQUEST REFTEL FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF STATEMENT BY 
TOIVI HERMAN JA TOIVO UPON HIS SENTENCING. BEGIN TEXT: 

MY LORD, WE EIND OURSELVES HERE IN A FOREIGN COUNTRY, 
CONVICTED UNDER LAWS MADE BY PEOPLE WHOM WE HAVE ALWAYS 
CONSIDERED AS FOREIGNERS. WE FIND OURSELVES TRIED BY A 
JUDGE WHO IS NOT OUR COUNTRYMAN AND WHO HAS NOT SHARED OUR 
BACKGROUND. 

WHEN THIS CASE STARTED, COUNSEL TRIED TO SHOW THAT THIS 
COURT HAD NO JURISDICTION TO TRY US. WHAT THEY HAD TO SAY 
WAS OF A TECHNICAL AND LEGAL NATURE. THE REASONS MAY MEAN 
LITTLE TO SOME OF US, BUT IT IS THE DEEP PEELING OF ALL 
OF US THAT WE SHOULD NOT BE TRIED HERE IN PRETORIA. 

YOU, MY LORD, DECIDED THAT YOU HAD THE RIGHT TO TRY US, 
UECAUSE YOUR PARLIAMENT GAVE YOU THAT RIGHT. THAT RULING 
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HAS NOT AD COULD NOT HAVE CHANGED OUR FEELINGS. WE ARE 
NAMIBIANS AND NOT SOUTH AFRICANS. WE DO NOT NOW, AND WILL 
NOT IN THE FUTURE RECOGNIZE YOUR RIGHT TO GOVERN US; TO 

MAKE LAWS FOR US IN WHICH WE HAD NO SAY; TO TREAT OUR 
COUNTRY AS IF IT WERE YOUR PROPERTY AND US AS IF YOU WERE 
OUR MASTERS. WE HAVE ALWAYS REGARDED SOUTH APRICA AS AN 
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INTRUDER IN OUR COUNTRY. THIS IS HOW WE HAVE ALWAYS EELT 
AND THIS IS HOW WE EEEL NOW, AND IT IS ON THIS BASIS THAT 
WE HAVE EACED THIS TRIAL. 

I SPEAK OF "WE" BECAUSE I AM TRYING TO SPEAK NOT ONLY FOR 
MYSELF, BUT FOR OTHERS AS WELL, AND ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE 
OF MY FELLOW ACCUSED WHO HAVE NOT HAD THE BENEFIT OF ANY 
EDUCATION. I THINK ALSO THAT WHEN I SAY "WE", THE 
OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF NON- WHITE PEOPLE IN SOUTH WEST 
AFRICA WOULD LIKE TO BE INCLUDED. 

WE ARE FAR AWAY FROM OUR HOMES; NOT A SINGLE MEMBER OF OUR 
FAMILIES HAS COME TO VISIT US, NEVER MIND BE PRESENT AT 
OUR TRIAL. THE PRETORIA GAOL, THE POLICE HEADQUARTERS AT 
COMPOL, WHERE WE WERE INTERROGATED AND WHERE STATEMENTS 
WERE EXTRACTED FROM US, AND THIS COURT IS ALL WE HAVE SEEN 
OF PRETORIA. WE HAVE BEEN CUT OFF FROM OUR PEOPLE AND THE 
WORLD. WE ALL WONDERED WHETHER THE HEADMEN WOULD HAVE 
REPEATED SOME OF THEIR LIES IF OUR PEOPLE HAD BEEN PRESENT 
IN COURT TO HEAR THEM. 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT HAS AGAIN SHOWN ITS STRENGTH 
BE DETAINING US FOR AS LONG AS IT PLEASED; KEEPING SOME OF 
US IN SOLITARY CONFINEMENT FOR 300 TO 400 DAYS AND 
BRINGING US TO ITS CAPITAL TO TRY US. IT HAS SHOWN ITS 
STRENGTH BY PASSING AS ACT ESPECIALLY FOR US AND HAVING IT 
MADE RETROSPECTIVE. IT HAS EVEN CHOSEN AN UGLY NAME TO 
CALL US BY. ONE'S OWN ARE CALLED PATRIOTS, OR AT LEAST 
REBELS; YOUR OPPONENTS ARE CALLED TERRORISTS. 
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A COURT CAN ONLY DO JUSTICE IN POLITICAL CASES IF IT 
UNDERSTANDS THE POSITION OF THOSE THAT IT HAS IN FRONT OF 
IT. THE STATE HAS NOT ONLY WANTED TO CONVICT US, BUT ALSO 
TO JUSTIFY THE POLICY OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT. WE 
WILL NOT EVEN TRY TO PRESENT THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PICTURE, 
BECAUSE WE KNOW THAT A COURT THAT HAS NOT SUFFERED IN THE 
SAME WAY AS WE HAVE CAN NOT UNDERSTAND US. THIS IS PERHAPS 
WHY IT IS SAID THAT ONE SHOULD BE TRIED BY ONE'S EQUALS. 

WE HAVE FELT FROM THE VERY TIME OF OUR ARREST THAT WE WERE 
NOT BEING TRIED BY OUR EQUALS BUT BY OUR MASTERS, AND THAT 
THOSE WHO HAVE BROUGHT US TO TRIAL VERY OFTEN DO NOT EVEN 
DO US THE COURTESY OF CALLING US BY OUR SURNAMES. HAD WE 
BEEN TRIED BY OUR EQUALS, IT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN NECESSARY 
TO HAVE ANY DISCUSSION ABOUT OUR GRIEVANCES. THEY WOULD 
HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO THOSE SET TO JUDGE US. 

IT SUITS THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA TO SAY THAT IT IS 
RULING SOUTH WEST AFRICA WITH THE CONSENT OF ITS PEOPLE. 
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THIS IS NOT TRUE. OUR ORGANIZATION, S.W.A.P.O., IS THE 
LARGEST POLITICAL ORGANIZATION IN SOUTH WEST AERICA. WE 
CONSIDERED OURSELVES A POLITICAL PARTY. WE KNOW THAT 
WHITES DO NOT THINK OF BLACKS AS POLITICANS-ONLY AS 
AGITATORS. MANY OE OUR PEOPLE, THROUGH NO EAULT OE THEIR 
OWN, HAVE HAD NO EDUCATION AT ALL. THIS DOES NOT MEAN 
THAT THEY DO NOT KNOW WHAT THEY WANT. A MAN DOES NOT HAVE 
TO BE FORMALLY EDUCATED TO KNOW THAT HE WANTS TO LIVE WITH 
HIS EAMILY WHERE HE WANTS TO LIVE, AND NOT WHERE AN 
OEFICIAL CHOOSES TO TELL HIM TO LIVE; TO MOVE ABOUT EREELY 
AND NOT REQUIRE A PASS; TO EARN A DECENT WAGE; TO BE 
EREE TO WORK EOR THE PERSON OE HIS CHOICE FOR AS LONG AS 
HE WANTS; AND EINALLY, TO BE RULED BY THE PEOPLE THAT HE 
WANTS TO BE RULED BY, AND NOT THOSE WHO RULE HIM BECAUSE 
THEY HAVE MORE GUNS THAN HE HAS. 

OUR GRIEVANCES ARE CALLED "SO-CALLED" GRIEVANCES. WE DO 
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NOT RELIEVE SOUTH AFRICA IS IN SOUTH WEST AERICA IN ORDER 
TO PROVIDE FACILITIES AND WORK EOR NON- WHITES. IT IS 
THERE FOR ITS OWN SELFISH REASONS. EOR THE EIRST FORTY 
YEARS IT DID PRACTICALLY NOTHING TO FULFILL ITS "SACRED 
TRUST." IT ONLY CONCERNED ITSELF WITH THE WELEARE OE 
THE WHITES. 

SINCE 1962 BECAUSE OE THE PRESSURE EROM INSIDE BY THE 
NON- WHITES AND ESPECIALLY MY ORGANZIATION, AND BECAUSE OF 
THE LIMELIGHT PLACED ON OUR COUNTRY BY THE WORLD, SOUTH 
AERICA HAS BEEN TRYING TO DO A BIT MORE. IT RUSHED THE 
BANTUSTAN REPORT SO THAT IT WOULD AT LEAST HAVE SOMETHING 
TO SAY AT THE WORLD COURT. 

ONLY ONE WHO IS NOT WHITE AND HAS SUEEERED THE WAY WE HAVE 
CAN SAY WHETHER OUR GRIEVANCES ARE REAL OF "SO-CALLED." 

THOSE OE US WHO HAVE SOME EDUCATION, TOGETHER WITH OUR 
UNEDUCATED BRETHREN, HAVE ALWAYS STRUGGLED TO GET FREEDOM. 
THE IDEA OE OUR FREEDOM IS NOT LIKED BY SOUTH AFRICA. IT 
HAS TRIED IN THIS COURT TO PROVE THROUGH THE MOUTHS OF A 
COUPLE OE ITS PAID CHIEES AND A PAID OFEICIAL THAT 
S.W.A.P.O. DOES NOT REPRESENT THE PEOPLE OE SOUTH WEST 
AERICA. IE THE GOVERNMENT OE SOUTH AERICA WERE SURE THAT 
S.W.A.P.O. DID NOT REPRESENT THE INNERMOST EEELINGS OE 
THE PEOPLE IN SOUTH WEST AFRICA, IT WOULD NOT HAVE TAKEN 
THE TROUBLE TO MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE EOR S.W.A.P.O. TO 
ADVOCATE ITS PEACEFUL POLICY. 

SOUTH AFRICAN OFFICIALS WANT TO BELIEVE THAT S.W.A.P.O. IS 
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AN IRRESPONSIBLE ORGANIZATION AND THAT IT IS AN ORGAN- 
IZATION THAT RESORTS TO THE LEVEL OE TELLING PEOPLE NOT 
TO GET VACCINATED. AS MUCH AS WHITE SOUTH AERICANS MAY 
WANT TO BELIEVE THIS, THIS IS NOT S.W.A.P.O. WE SOME- 
TIMES FEEL THAT IT IS WHAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD LIKE 
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S.W.A.P.O. TO BE. IT MAY BE TRUE THAT SOME MEMBER OR EVEN 
MEMBERS OF S.W.A.P.O. SOMEWHERE REFUSED TO DO THIS. THE 
REASON FOR SUCH REFUSAL IS THAT SOME PEOPLE IN OUR PART 
OF THE WORLD HAVE LOST CONFIDENCE IN THE GOVERNORS OF OUR 
COUNTRY AND THEY ARE NOT PREPARED TO ACCEPT EVEN THE GOOD 
THAT THEY ARE TRYING TO DO. 

YOUR GOVERNMENT, MY LORD, UNDERTOOK A VERY SPECIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY WHEN IT WAS AWARDED THE MANDATE OVER US 
AFTER THE FIRST WORLD WAR. IT ASSUMED A SACRED TRUST TO 
GUIDE US TOWARDS INDEPENDENCE AND TO PREPARE US TO TAKE 
OUR PLACE AMONG THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD. SOUTH AFRICA 
HAS ABUSED THAT TRUST BECAUSE OF ITS BELIEF IN RACIAL 
SUPREMACY (THAT WHITE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN CHOSEN BY GOD TO 
RULE THE WORLD) AND APARTHEID. WE BELIEVE THAT FOR FIFTY 
YEARS SOUTH AFRICA HAS FAILED TO PROMOTE THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF OUR PEOPLE. WHERE ARE OUR TRAINED MEN? THE WEALTH 
OF OUR COUNTRY HAS BEEN USED TO TRAIN YOUR PEOPLE FOR 
LEADERSHIP AND THE SACRED DUTY OF PREPARING THE INDIGE- 
NUOUS PEOPLE TO TAKE THEIR PLACE AMONG THE NATIONS OF THE 
WORLD HAS BEEN IGNORED. 

I KNOW OF NO CASE IN THE LAST TWENTY YEARS OF A PARENT 
WHO DID NOT WANT HIS CHILD TO GO TO SCHOOL IF THE FACIL- 
ITIES WERE AVAILABLE, BUT EVEN IF, AS IT WAS SAID, A SMALL 
PERCENTAGE OF PARENTS WANTED THEIR CHILDREN TO LOOK AFTER 
CATTLE, I AM SURE THAT SOUTH AFRICA WAS STRONG ENOUGH TO 
TO IMPOSE ITS WILL ON THIS, AS IT HAS DONE IN SO MANY 
OTHERS RESPECTS. TO US IT HAS ALWAYS SEEMED THAT OUR 
RULERS WANTED TO KEEP US BACKWARD FOR THEIR BENEFIT. 

1963 FOR US WAS TO BE THE YEAR OF OUR FREEDOM. FROM 1960 
IT LOOKED AS IF SOUTH AFRICA COULD NOT OPPOSE THE WORLD 
FOR EVER. THE WORLD IS IMPORTANT TO US. IN THE SAME WAY 
AS ALL LAUGHED IN COURT WHEN THEY HEARD THAT AN OLD MAN 
TRIED TO BRING DOWN A HELICOPTER WITH A BOW AND ARROW, 
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WE LAUGHED WHEN SOUTH AFRICA SAID THAT IT WOULD OPPOSE 
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THE WORLD. WE KNEW THAT THE WORLD WAS DIVIDED, BUT AS 
TIME WENT ON IT AT LEAST AGREED THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAD 
NO RIGHT TO RULE US. 

I DO NOT CLAIM THAT IT IS EASY FOR MEN OF DIFFERENT RACES 
TO LIVE AT PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER. I MYSELF HAD NO 
EXPERIENCE OF THIS IN MY YOUTH, AND AT FIRST IT SURPRISED 

ME THAT MEN OF DIFFERENT RACES COULD LIVE TOGETHER IN 
PEACE. BUT NOW I KNOW IT TO BE TRUE AND TO BE SOMETHING 
FOR WHICH WE MUST STRIVE. THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT 
CREATES HOSTILITY BY SEPARATING PEOPLE AND EMPHASIZING 
THEIR DIFFERENCES. WE BELIEVE THAT BY LIVING TO GETHER 
PEOPLE WILL LEARN TO LOSE THEIR FEAR OF EACH OTHER. WE 
ALSO BELIEVE THAT THIS FEAR WHICH SOME OF THE WHITES HAVE 
OF AFRICANS IS BASED ON THEIR DESIRE TO BE SUPERIOR AND 
PRIVILEGED AND THAT WHEN WHITES SEE THEMSELVES AS PART 
OF SOUTH WEST AFRICA, SHARING WITH US ALL ITS HOPES AND 
TROUBLES, THEN THAT FEAR WILL DISAPPEAR. SEPARATION IS 
SAID TO BE A NATURAL PROCESS. BUT WHY, THEN, IS IT IM- 
POSED BY FORCE AND WHY THEN IS IT THAT WHITES HAVE THE 
SUPERIORITY? 

HEADMEN ARE USED TO OPPRESS US. THIS IS NOT THE FIRST 
TIME THAT FOREIGNERS HAVE TRIED TO RULE INDIRECTLY- WE 
KNOW THAT ONLY THOSE WHO ARE PREPARED TO DO WHAT THEIR 
MASTERS TELL THEM BECOME HEADMEN. MOST OF THOSE WHO HAD 
SOME FEELING FOR THEIR PEOPLE AND WHO WANTED INDEPENDENCE 
HAVE BEEN INTIMIDATED INTO ACCEPTING THE POLICY FROM ABOVE. 
THEIR GUNS AND STICKS ARE USED TO MAKE PEOPLE SAY THEY 
SUPPORT THEM. 

I HAVE COME TO KNOW THAT OUR PEOPLE CANNOT EXPECT PROGRESS 
AS A GIFT FROM ANYONE, BE IT THE UNITED NATIONS OR SOUTH 
AFRICA. PROGRESS IS SOMETHING WE SHALL HAVE TO STRUGGLE 
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AND WORK FOR. AND I RELIEVE THAT THE ONLY WAY IN WHICH WE 
SHALL BE ABLE AND FIT TO SECURE THAT PROGRESS IS TO LEARN 
FROM OUR OWN EXPERIENCE AND MISTAKES. 

YOUR LORDSHIP EMPHASIZED IN YOUR JUDGMENT THE FACT THAT 
OUR ARMS CAME FROM COMMUNIST COUNTRIES, AND ALSO THAT 
WORDS COMMONLY USED BY COMMUNISTS WERE TO BE FOUND IN OUR 
DOCUMENTS. BUT MY LORD, IN THE DOCUMENTS PRODUCED BY THE 
STATE THERE IS ANOTHER TYPE OF LANGUAGE. IT APPEARS EVEN 
MORE OFTEN THAN THE FORMER. MANY DOCUMENTS FINISH UP WITH 
AN APPEAL TO THE ALMIGHTY TO GUIDE US IN OUR STRUGGLE FOR 
FREEDOM. IT IS THE WISH OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT 
THAT WE SHOULD BE DISCREDITED IN THE WESTERN WORLD. THAT 
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IS WHY IT CALLS OUR STRUGGLE A COMMUNIST PLOT; BUT THIS 
WILL NOT BE BELIEVED BY THE WORLD. THE WORLD KNOWS THAT 
WE ARE NOT INTERESTED IN IDEOLOGIES. WE EEEL THAT THE 
WORLD AS A WHOLE HAS A SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY TOWARDS US. 
THIS IS BECAUSE THE LAND OF OUR EATHERS WAS HANDED OVER 
TO SOUTH AERICA BY A WORLD BODY. IT IS A DIVIDED WORLD, 
BUT IT IS A MATTER OF HOPE EOR US THAT IT AT LEAST AGREES 
ABOUT ONE THING-THAT WE ARE ENTITLED TO EREEDOM AND 
JUSTICE. 


OTHER MANDATED TERRITORIES HAVE RECEIVED THEIR FREEDOM. 

THE JUDGMENT OF THE WORLD COURT WAS A BITTER DISAPPOINT- 
MENT TO US. WE FELT BETRAYED AND WE BELIEVED THAT SOUTH 
AFRICA WOULD NEVER FULFILL ITS TRUST. SOME FELT THAT WE 
WOULD SECURE OUR FREEDOM ONLY BY FIGHTING FOR IT. WE 
KNEW THAT THE POWER OF SOUTH AFRICA IS OVERWHELMING BUT WE 
ALSO KNEW THAT OUR CASE IS A JUST ONE AND OUR SITUATION 
INTOLERABLE- WHY SHOULD WE NOT ALSO RECEIVE OUR FREEDOM? 

WE ARE SURE THAT THE WORLD'S EFFORTS TO HELP US IN OUR 
PLIGHT WILL CONTINUE, WHATEVER SOUTH AFRICANS MAY CALL US. 
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THAT IS WHY WE CLAIM INDEPENDENCE FOR SOUTH WEST AFRICA. 

WE DO NOT EXPECT THAT INDEPENDENCE WILL END OUR TROUBLES, 
BUT WE DO BELIEVE THAT OUR PEOPLE ARE ENTITLED-AS ARE 
ALL PEOPLES-TO RULE THEMSELVES. IT IS NOT REALLY A 
QUESTIONS OF WHETHER SOUTH AFRICA TREATS US WELL OR BADLY 
BUT THAT SOUTH WEST AFRICA IS OUR COUNTRY AND WE WISH TO 
BE OUR OWN MASTERS. 

THERE ARE SOME WHO WILL SAY THAT THEY ARE SYMPATHETIC 
WITH OUR AIMS, BUT THAT THEY CONDEMN VIOLENCE. I WOULD 
ANSWER THAT I AM NOT BY NATURE A MAN OF VIOLENCE AND I 
RELIEVE THAT VIOLENCE IS A SIN AGAINST GOD AND MY FELLOW 
MEN. S.W.A.P.O. ITSELF WAS A NON-VIOLENT ORGANIZATION, 

BUT THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT IS NOT TRULY INTERESTED 
IN WHETHER OPPOSITION IS VIOLENT OR NON-VIOLENT. IT 
DOES NOT WISH TO HEAR ANY OPPOSITION TO APARTHEID. SINCE 
1963, S.W.A.P.O. MEETINGS HAVE BEEN BANNED. IT IS TRUE 
THAT IT IS THE TRIBAL AUTHORITIES WHO HAVE DONE SO, BUT 
THEY WORK WITH THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT, WHICH HAS 
NEVER LIFTED A FINGER IN FAVOUR OF POLITICAL FREEDOM. WE 
HAVE FOUND OURSELVES VOTELESS IN OUR OWN COUNTRY AND 
DEPRIVED OF THE RIGHT TO MEET AND STATE OUR OWN POLITICAL 
OPINIONS. 

IS IT SURPRISING THAT IN SUCH TIMES MY COUNTRYMEN HAVE 
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TAKEN UP ARMS? VIOLENCE IS TRULY FEARSOME, BUT WHO WOULD 
NOT DEEEND HIS PROPERTY AND HIMSELF AGAINST A ROBBER? 

AND WE BELIEVE THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAS ROBBED US OF OUR 
COUNTRY. 

I HAVE SPENT MY LIFE WORKING IN S.W.A.P.O., WHICH IS AN 
ORDINARY POLITICAL PARTY LIKE ANY OTHER. SUDDENLY WE IN 
S.W.A.P.O. FOUND THAT A WAR SITUATION HAD ARISEN AND THAT 
OUR COLLEAGUES AND SOUTH AFRICA WERE FACING EACH OTHER 
ON THE FIELD OE BATTLE. ALTHOUGH I HAD NOT BEEN RESPONS- 
IBLE EOR ORGANIZING MY PEOPLE MILITARILY AND ALTHOUGH 
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I RELIEVED WE WERE UNWISE TO EIGHT THE MIGHT OF SOUTH 
AFRICA WHILE WE WERE SO WEAK, I COULD NOT REFUSE TO HELP 
THEM WHEN THE TIME CAME. 

MY LORD, YOU FOUND IT NECESSARY TO BRAND ME AS A COWARD. 
DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR, WHEN IT BECAME EVIDENT THAT 
BOTH MY COUNTRY AND YOUR COUNTRY WERE THREATENED BY THE 
DARK CLOUDS OF NAZISM, I RISKED MY LIEE TO DEFEND BOTH OF 
THEM, WEARING A UNIEORM WITH ORANGE BANDS ON IT. 

BUT SOME OF YOUR COUNTRYMEN WHEN CALLED TO BATTLE TO 
DEEEND CIVILIZATION RESORTED TO SABOTAGE AGAINST THEIR 
OWN FATHERLAND. I VOLUNTEERED TO FACE GERMAN BULLETS, 

AND AS A GUARD OF MILITARY INSTALLATIONS, BOTH IN SOUTH 
WEST AFRICA AND THE REPUBLIC, WAS PREPARED TO BE THE 
VICTIM OF THEIR SABOTAGE. TODAY THEY ARE OUR MASTERS 
AND ARE CONSIDERED THE HEROES, AND I AM CALLED THE COWARD. 

WHEN I CONSIDER MY COUNTRY, I AM PROUD THAT MY COUNTRYMEN 
HAVE TAKEN UP ARMS FOR THEIR PEOPLE AND I BELIEVE THAT 
ANYONE WHO CALLS HIMSELF A MAN WOULD NOT DESPISE THEM. 

IN 1964 THE A.N.C. AND P.A.C. IN SOUTH AFRICA WERE 
SUPPRESSED. THIS CONVINCED ME THAT WE WERE TOO WEAK TO 
FACE SOUTH AFRICA'S FORCE BY WAGING BATTLE. WHEN SOME OF 
MY COUNTRY'S SOLDIERS CAME BACK I FORESAW THE TROUBLE 
THERE WOULD BE FOR S.W.A.P.O., MY PEOPLE AND ME PERSONALLY. 

I TRIED TO DO WHAT I COULD TO PREVENT MY PEOPLE FROM GOING 
INTO THE BUSH. IN MY ATTEMPTS I BECOME UNPOPULAR WITH 
SOME OF MY PEOPLE, BUT THIS, TOO, I WAS PREPARED TO ENDURE. 
DECISIONS OE THIS KIND ARE NOT EASY TO MAKE. MY LOYALTY 
IS TO MY COUNTRY. MY ORGANIZATION COULD NOT WORK PROPERLY 
-IT COULD NOT EVEN HOLD MEETINGS. I HAD NO ANSWER TO 
THE QUESTION "WHERE HAS YOUR NON-VIOLENCE GOT US?" WHILST 
THE WORLD COURT JUDGMENT WAS PENDING, I AT LEAST HAD THAT 
TO FALL BACK ON. WHEN WE FAILED, AFTER YEARS OF WAITING, 
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I HAD NO ANSWER TO GIVE TO MY PEOPLE. 

EVEN THOUGH I DID NOT AGREE THAT PEOPLE SHOULD GO INTO THE 
BUSH, I COULD NOT REEUSE TO HELP THEM WHEN I KNEW THAT 
THEY WERE HUNGRY. I EVEN PASSED ON THE REQUEST EOR 
DYNAMITE. IT WAS NOT AN EASY DECISION. ANOTHER MAN MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO SAY "I WILL HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THAT 
SORT OE THING." I WAS NOT, AND I COULD NOT REMAIN A 
SPECTATOR IN THE STRUGGLE OF MY PEOPLE EOR THEIR FREEDOM. 

I AM A LOYAL NAMIBIAN AND I COULD NOT BETRAY MY PEOPLE TO 
THEIR ENEMIES. I ADMIT THAT I DECIDED TO ASSIST THOSE 
WHO HAD TAKEN UP ARMS. I KNOW THAT THE STRUGGLE WILL BE 
LONG AND BITTER. I ALSO KNOW THAT MY PEOPLE WILL WAGE 

THAT STRUGGLE. WHATEVER THE COST. 

ONLY WHEN WE ARE GRANTED OUR INDEPENDENCE WILL THE 
STRUGGLE STOP. ONLY WHEN OUR HUMAN DIGNITY IS RESTORED 
TO US, AS EQUALS OF THE WHITES, WILL THERE BE PEACE 
BETWEEN US. 

WE BELIEVE THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAS A CHOICE-EITHER TO LIVE 
AT PEACE WITH US OR TO SUBDUE US BY EORCE. IF YOU CHOOSE 
TO CRUSH US AND IMPOSE YOUR WILL ON US THEN YOU NOT ONLY 
BETRAY YOUR TRUST, BUT YOU WILL LIVE IN SECURITY FOR ONLY 
SO LONG AS YOUR POWER IS GREATER THAN OURS. NO SOUTH 
AFRICAN WILL LIVE AT PEACE IN SOUTH WEST AFRICA, FOR EACH 
WILL KNOW THAT HIS SECURITY IS BASED ON FORCE AND THAT 
WITHOUT FORCE HE WILL FACE REJECTION BY THE PEOPLE OF 
SOUTH WEST AERICA. 

MY CO-ACCUSED AND I HAVE SUFFERED. WE ARE NOT LOOKING 
FORWARD TO OUR IMPRISONMENT. WE DO NOT, HOWEVER, FEEL 
THAT OUR EFFORTS AND SACRIFICE HAVE BEEN WASTED. WE 
BELIEVE THAT HUMAN SUFFERING HAS ITS EFFECT EVEN ON THOSE 
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WHO IMPOSE IT. WE HOPE THAT WHAT HAS HAPPENDED WILL 
PERSUADE THE WHITES OF SOUTH AFRICA THAT WE AND THE WORLD 
MAY BE RIGHT AND THEY MAY BE WRONG. ONLY WHEN WHITE SOUTH 
AFRICANS REALIZE THIS AND ACT ON IT, WILL IT BE POSSIBLE 
FOR US TO STOP OUR STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM AND JUSTICE IN 
THE LAND OF OUR BIRTH. END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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